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Last month marked the 30th anniversary of the release of “Man in 
the Mirror” as a single – on 16 January 1988.  This song, written 
for Michael Jackson by Siedah Garrett and Glen Ballard for the 
“Bad” album, is one that Michael made his own and which will 
always by synonymous with his name, his recording and live 
performances of it. 
 
It’s a song that encourages us to look around us at the world, and 
start to improve things by first making changes in our own lives.  
It’s a powerful message, delivered by a singer who cared so 
deeply for the wellbeing of others. 
 
In this month when we celebrate St Valentine’s Day, we can also 
celebrate how Michael’s love for us – for the planet, has made 
such an impact on our lives.  His songs, his words, his message 
have encouraged so many of us to “make that change”. 
 
It’s something I’m sure he’d be very proud of. 
Have a great month, and keep on Michaeling! 
 
Kerry Hennigan  
Kerry Hennigan  
Global MJ Pilgrim (“I’m with the doll”)  
Editor 'A Candle for Michael Newsletter' 
Admin: Michael Jackson's short film 'Ghosts' fan group 
Blog: https://kerryhennigan.wordpress.com 
 

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  MMJJ  EEvveennttss  
 

Until Summer 2018 – Michael Jackson exhibition at the 

 

• Last Photo Shoots Documentary moves toward trial 
U.S. District Judge Paul Crotty has denied the MJ Estate 
executors’ motion for summary judgment, as well as Noval 
Williams Films' cross-motion for partial summary judgment 
in the matter of the documentary “Michael: The Last Photo 
Shoots”.  The judge found that there were numerous factual 
disputes in the case — including one over who actually 
owns video footage of MJ taken during Vogue and Ebony 
photo shoots in 2007.  Declarations from Evvy Tavasci 
(Michael’s former PA) and Karen Langford (paralegal), 
stated that MJ’s well-established custom and practice of 
controlling ownership and exploitation of video footage and 
photographs of himself meant that such footage was shot 
either as work-for-hire for him, and/or under a nondisclosure 
agreement.  Based on their personal experience, both 
women believe that Michael “never would have allowed 
[Hasaun Muhammad] to shoot private footage or capture 
private images of Mr. Jackson (e.g. during a photo shoot) 
and then publically and commercially exploit that footage or 
images without Mr. Jackson’s prior approval, consent, 
and/or involvement.”  The article and the court document 
are available via the Hollywood Reporter. 
 

• New UK version of Michael Jackson vinyl discography 
A UK version of the Michael Jackson Discography Vinyl 
Records (1972-2014) is now available in different sizes and 
languages, as reported by MJ Vibe.  But it comes with a 
hefty price tag - £73.73 plus delivery - which is free in the 
UK when ordered from Amazon.  As reported by MJ France, 
the book has been compiled by Juan Carlos Irigoyen Perez 
who has already done the same kind of work for MJ’s US 
discography from 1971-2015.   

 

• Paris speaks for Love at Women’s Day Rally in LA 
Paris Jackson read a letter to US President Trump at this 
year’s Women’s March in Los Angeles which attracted an 
estimated 600,000 marchers.  She called for a volunteer from 
the audience to help her demonstrate how we adversely 
impact ourselves when we hold grudges against others.  You 
can watch a video of her speech here. 
 

• “Jackson on Strings” album from Poland 
Late last year Polish quartet “Fair Play Quartet” released an 
album titled “Jackson on Strings” which features their 
interpretations of some of Michael’s best known hit songs.  
The quartet, comprising Paulina Mastylo, Justyna 
Milkiewicz, Agnieszka Zagroba-Klahs and Jan Stoklosa, 
found a way to combine traditional instruments with pop 
music.  The quartet (currently on tour in Europe) explains 
that “It’s not easy because Michael’s songs are based on 
beat or bass and drums.  String instruments are not 
rhythmic but melodic so the biggest challenge was to extract 
rhythm without giving up harmony.”  Watch a video of their 
performance of “Black or White” on MJ Vibe. 
 

• Jimmy recalls playing soccer with Michael in London 
Jimmy Osmond, currently performing in the UK, has shared 
his memories of staying at London’s Churchill Hotel at the 
same time as MJ.  “We were kids.  There were 5,000 girls 
outside, so we couldn’t get out.  So we ended up playing 
soccer in the corridor together.  Later on I promoted Smooth 
Criminal and raised money for Bad.  He was a lovely guy…”  
read the complete article here. 
 

• Return of Vinyl boosts sales of ‘Thriller’ album 
The biggest album of all time is again in the Top 10 of US 
vinyl sales, MJ Vibe reported last month.  The surge of 
collecting vinyl records has provided a second life for classic 
albums by favourites like The Beatles, Prince, Bob Marley, 
Pink Floyd and, of course, Michael Jackson, whose “Thriller” 
album came in at No. 10 on Billboard’s top selling vinyl 
albums in the US for 2017.  MJ’s sales figures might also 
have been aided by the recent “Scream” album (released as 
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GRAMMY Museum, Los Angeles  
 

14 Feb - St Valentine’s Day 
 
17 Feb - In the Studio with MJ 2018, Nashville, USA 
http://inthestudiowithmj.com/ 
 
22 and 23 Feb – “Thriller Symphonic” Sao Paulo 
http://petrobrasinfonica.com.br/ 
 
24 Feb - In the Studio with MJ 2018 - London, UK 
 
25 Feb – Major Love Prayer Day www.majorloveprayer.org 
 
25 Feb – “Thriller Symphonic” Rio de Janeiro 
 
16 March – In the Studio with MJ 2018 – Toronto 
 
20 April – In the Studio with MJ 2018 - Dublin 
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• Lip Sync Battle special pays tribute to MJ 
The eagerly awaited Lip Sync Battle Live: A Michael Jackson 
Celebration which launched the Paramount TV network 
(formerly Spike TV) on 18 Jan resulted in a win on the night 
for actress/singer Hailee Steinfeld.  According to Access 
Online, Hailee delivered a “Pitch Perfect” performance of 
MJ’s iconic hit “The Way You Make Me Feel.”  For the 
number, Hailee was dressed in a sparkly version of Michael’s 
blue top with an iridescent body suit tucked into glittery black 
plants.  The show pit Hailee against other guests Neil Patrick 
Harris, Laverne Cox and Taraji P. Henson, with fans voting 
on social media who should be crowned LSB champ.  Hailee 
won.  For an overview of the show and some of the 
performances, visit MJ Vibe’s article. 
 

• Tohme Neverland lawsuit set for trial 
Tohme Tohme's lawsuit for monies he claims he is owed for 
brokering the Neverland deal is set for trial on 5 Feb.  Santa 
Monica Superior Court Judge Mitchell Beckloff said there are 
triable issues as to whether Tohme’s services to Jackson 
were those typically done by a real estate broker and 
whether he was required to be licensed to perform such 
work.  Beckloff heard arguments on the MJ Estate’s motion 
to dismiss the case on 18 Dec.  Nine days later he ruled that 
the agreement between Jackson and Tohme called for the 
plaintiff to receive a finder’s fee if he performed obligations 
under the deal.  Read the details here. 
 

• Quincy, Jermaine and Jaafar - an MJ musical? 
In an interview for GQ magazine last month, Quincy Jones 
said he wants to create a musical about Michael with 
Jermaine Jackson that would star Jermaine’s 21-year old son 
Jaafar.  He wants the “The Lion King” musical director Julie 
Taymor to oversee the production. 

 

• Michael’s “Peter Pan’s Neverland” plans revealed 
As reported on comicbook.com last month, Michael 
Jackson’s affinity for Peter Pan included plans for an entire 
Peter Pan theme park.  The Disney and More blog recently 
released concept photos from the park that never was, along 
with new details regarding Jackson's plans.  The D&M blog 
takes us back to 1997, when Michael Jackson and Prince Al-
Waleed [pictured below] - Disneyland Paris' biggest private 
stock-holder - created a company called Kingdom 
Entertainment and purchased 50% of Landmark 
Entertainment, giving the company a huge infusion of cash. 
Prince Al-Waleed had 45% and Michael had 5% of the 
shares.  Michael asked Landmark if they could design a 
theme park, a real one, not only for him but a park where 
anybody could go, just like Disneyland. And this theme park 
would have been named Peter Pan's Neverland! 
 

 

a glow in the dark double vinyl album) which put “Thriller” 
back in the news with the “Thriller 3D” screenings and 
“Scream” album launches across the globe. 
 

Bollywood Actress/Artist’s  
MJ portrait for sale in Dubai 

Veteran Bollywood actress 
Sridevi is also a talented painter, 
and this month some 
of her paintings will be 
auctioned for charity in Dubai.  
One of her paintings is of 
Michael Jackson.  “That’s her 
personal favourite. The bid on it 
will start at Rs 8 lakh” according 
to a source quoted in the 
Deccan Chronicle.  
The veteran actress is very 
dedicated to her art, spending  
5-10 hours every week on it.  
She turned down a previous 
offer to auction her work 
because it did not involve a 
charitable component. 

 

• No Oscar nomination for “Sheikh Jackson” 
Despite being chosen as Egypt’s submission for the Best 
Foreign Language Film category at this year’s Academy 
Awards, the critically acclaimed “Sheikh Jackson” directed 
by Amr Salama did not receive a nomination.  Of the initial 
92 submissions, only five films were nominated. 

 

• How Michael’s “Thriller” jacket came to be 
In a recent multi-media post, Deborah Landis shares again 
her story of designing Michael’s “Thriller” jacket, with some 
interesting details on how and why it works so well in the 
video (in addition to Michael being the one wearing it, of 
course!)  "It was the '80s, and I really felt like I wanted to 
build out his body," she said. "He was not a very big person. 
I like to say he was 99 pounds ringing wet. He had a 27-28 
inch waist; his shoulders were extremely narrow; he 
weighed practically nothing.  There was some deliberate 
bodybuilding on my part." 

 

• Quincy Jones’ story about “Liberian Girl”  
Recently Quincy Jones shared a post about Michael’s song 
“Liberian Girl” from the “Bad” album.  He wrote: “When 
Michael & I were doing ‘Liberian Girl’, I wanted to add 
something special to make it more personal, before we sent 
in the final mix.  So, I called up some of the best of the 
best… Caiphus Semenya & Letta Mbulu, who at the time 
were living here in LA because they were exiled from 
S.Africa during the apartheid.  I asked them to add a touch 
of Swahili, so I had Letta speak the intro phrase, ‘Naku 
penda piya-naku taka piya-mpenziwe’, which means 
something along the lines of ‘I love you too.  I want you too, 
my love.’  It was such a small addition, but it became the 
stamp of the song!  Sometimes, all you need is that extra 
little touch to make a track more relatable… I’m tellin’ ya… 
Just close your eyes, listen to it, & let it take. You. Away!!!” 
 

• Macaulay Culkin talks about his friend Michael 
In a recent podcast, Macaulay Culkin talked at length about 
his life now and childhood as a movie actor. Of his friendship 
with Michael Jackson he said, “Seriously, he was like my 
best friend for a good long stretch.  It was a legitimate 
friendship.  Honestly, it never struck me as odd.”  Mac also 
said he’s very close to his goddaughter Paris Jackson and is 
very protective of her. Mac’s interview commences at 35:15 
into the podcast, which you can listen to here. 

 

• Acknowledging the debt owed to MJ’s Super Bowl show 
On 31 Jan E! News published an article acknowledging the 
pending 25th anniversary of Michael’s 1993 Super Bowl half 
time show, and said “every music superstar who's been 
drafted to take the stage for what is arguably one of the 
biggest concerts in the entire world since the King of Pop 
brought the Rose Bowl to its feet on January 31 at Super 
Bowl XXVII owes Jackson a debt of gratitude. Why, you 
ask? Because 25 years ago, MJ single-handedly turned the 
halftime show into a thing, a spectacle capable of drawing in 
more viewers than the game itself.”  #MJsuperbowl1993 

 
 A Candle for Michael Newsletter – February 2018 

Editorial comment and layout © Kerry Hennigan 2018 
 

 

http://inthestudiowithmj.com/
http://petrobrasinfonica.com.br/
http://www.majorloveprayer.org/
http://www.accessonline.com/articles/watch-hailee-steinfeld-transform-michael-jackson-lip-sync-battle/
http://www.accessonline.com/articles/watch-hailee-steinfeld-transform-michael-jackson-lip-sync-battle/
http://www.mjvibe.com/lip-sync-battle-live-special-michael-jackson/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2018/01/04/manager-says-he-helped-save-michael-jacksons-neverland-and-now-he-wants-estate-to-pay-up/
https://www.gq.com/story/quincy-jones-has-a-story
https://disneyandmore.blogspot.com.au/2018/01/d-exclusive-michael-jacksons-peter-pans.html
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/entertainment/bollywood/060118/art-for-charity-sridevis-portraits-of-sonam-mj-to-go-under-the-hammer-in-dubai.html
https://www.newsy.com/stories/deborah-landis-explains-michael-jackson-s-thriller-jacket/
https://www.facebook.com/QuincyJones/posts/10155960762209631
http://www.wtfpod.com/podcast/episode-883-macaulay-culkin-cameron-esposito
http://www.eonline.com/news/909960/why-justin-timberlake-owes-his-super-bowl-lii-halftime-performance-to-michael-jackson

