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EEddiittoorriiaall  
 
This month marks the 9th anniversary of Michael Jackson’s 
passing on 25 June 2009.  We can decide to dwell on mourning 
him or we can celebrate the unique person, exceptional 
entertainer and generous humanitarian that he was. 
 
Having recently lost a close member of my own family, I prefer 
not to dwell on the sadness.  Rather I want to celebrate Michael – 
especially for what he has inspired so many of us to do, in 
particular the younger fans, some of whose stories are shared 
here in this June commemorative issue of our newsletter. 
 
I would also like to wish the Michael Jackson World Network in 
the UK a very happy 20th birthday. You can read a special 
Michael memory shared by MJWN’s Gail Milton on their website. 
 
Have a beautiful month, and peaceful Michaeling everyone! 
 

Kerry Hennigan  
Kerry Hennigan  
Global MJ Pilgrim (“I’m with the doll”)  
Editor 'A Candle for Michael Newsletter' 
Admin: Michael Jackson's short film 'Ghosts' fan group 
Blog: https://kerryhennigan.wordpress.com 
 

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  MMJJ  EEvveennttss  
 
Until Summer 2018 – Michael Jackson exhibition at the 
GRAMMY Museum, Los Angeles https://goo.gl/6yPmx4 

 
15 June – naming of Michael Jackson Avenue in Detroit 
 
18 - 30 June - Michael Jackson 9th Anniversary Week, Los 
Angeles - a list of things to see and do and people to meet in LA: 
http://www.globalmj.net/events/michael-week.html 

 

 

• Estate sues over MJ “Last Days” documentary 
The Estate of Michael Jackson has filed a federal copyright 
infringement lawsuit against Disney and ABC TV which aired 
a new documentary called “The Last Days of Michael 
Jackson” on 24 May in the US. Prior to the screening, the 
Michael Jackson Estate released a statement that says (in 
part) “We believe the special to be another crass and 
unauthorised attempt to exploit the life, music and image of 
Michael Jackson without respect for Michael’s legacy, 
intellectual property rights or his children.” The lawsuit claims 
that the special used some songs, “substantial portions” of 
Michael’s music videos, footage that the Estate owns of MJ 
performing on the Jacksons’ Triumph tour and other gigs, a 
clip from a Spike Lee-directed doco and footage from This Is 
It. According to Estate attorney Howard Weitzman, “Disney’s 
conduct here was particularly surprising given that it has no 
tolerance for anyone using its copyrighted material in even 
the most trivial of manners.”  Read more here. 
 

• Pez responds to Chance the Rapper 
Following Chance the Rapper’s comment that Beyonce’s 
Coachella performance was “better” than any performance by 
Michael Jackson, Pez Jax of MJ Vibe has suggested Chance 
educate himself before opening his mouth.  “It’s of little 
surprise that Michael’s name would be used as a benchmark 
for other artists, after all, he is widely regarded as the most 
innovative performer in history, which many aspire to be like 
and see as a measure of career success, so comparisons are 
expected…For what Michael Jackson achieved in his 
performances really did change the game.” 
 

• “Dangerous” book available in Audio Edition 
Susan Fast’s excellent monograph on Michael Jackson’s 
“Dangerous” album, published in Bloomsbury’s 33-1/3 series 
on popular music, will be available in an audio edition 
through Spotify.  Read more in MJVibe’s blog. 
 

• Instagram tribute post from Chris Grant 
Dancer Chris Grant (below, second from right) felt all his 
dreams had come true when he was chosen to perform with 
Michael Jackson in the “This Is It” concerts.  Recently he 
posted a moving tribute on his Instagram account: “I still 
wonder to this day where I would be if Michael never passed 
and if we actually went on the tour where we would be today. 
I never got to tell him how much of an inspiration he was to 
me but deep down inside I’m sure he already knew… 
#inmyfeelings #michaeljackson #kingofpop #thisisit #legend” 
 

 
 

• Mi-Crow the MJ scarecrow is No.1 at festival 
A Michael Jackson-inspired scarecrow has thrilled visitors to 
the inaugural spring festival at Edgeside, UK.  It won its 
creators, Karen, Alysha and Caleb Barnes first prize in the 
scarecrow competition which was the culmination of a week-
long Scarecrow Trail featuring 20 musitc-themed entries 
popping up around the village.  The festival, organised by St 
Anne’s School and St Anne’s Church raised funds for The 
White Horse Project and Rossendale Hospice. 
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19 June – closing date for One Rose for Michael J Jackson 
campaign. Purchase your roses via Paypal/credit card to 
onerose4mjj@gmail.com - the price is US $3.00 per rose. 
 
22-24 June - In the Studio with MJ 2018 - Los Angeles 
http://inthestudiowithmj.com/ 
 
23 June – Michael Jackson Memorial Day – Scheveninggen, 
Netherlands, click here for full details. 
 
23 June - Remembering Michael Jackson 2018 - Hamilton, New 
Zealand https://www.facebook.com/events/771037983059913/ 
 
25 June - MJ Memorial Day / Major Love Prayer Day   
http://www.majorloveprayer.org/ 
 
27 June – 9th Annual Global MJ Disney Day, click for details. 
 
28 June – “Michael Jackson: On the Wall” exhibition opens at 
the National Portrait Gallery, London.  https://goo.gl/zvLtNY 
 
29 August – Official 60th Birthday Celebration, Michael Jackson 
ONE Theatre, Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas  RSVP via Facebook. 
 

NNeewwss  ooff  NNoottee  
 

• New Lenny Kravitz song features Michael Jackson 
A new song from Lenny Kravitz, titled “Low” features the 
voice of Michael Jackson.  Kravitz worked with Michael in 
2001 on the “Invincible” sessions.  Speaking to The Guardian 
newspaper, Kravitz said: “He’s the person who made it 
happen for me. He loved [us] working together. He asked me 
to push him. I did.”  The duo recorded “(I Can’t Make It) 
Another Day” – which was released on the “Michael” album. 
After Kravitz came up with this new Off the Wall-style 
number, he remembered there were still some ad-libs from 
their studio time together kicking around, and he incorporated 
them.  Kravitz admitted some people listening to his new LP 
“Raise Vibration”– which comes out in September – actually 
thought he was doing an impression of MJ on the “Low” 
track.  Listen to a short preview of it here. 

 

• Detroit renames part of street after Michael Jackson 
Last month it was announced that a stretch of Randolph St in 
Detroit's theater district will be renamed Michael Jackson 
Avenue.  A ceremony will be held on the site June 15 as part 
of the Detroit Music Weekend festival.  Click here for details. 

 

• Michael Jackson features in new Pepsi promotion 
To celebrate the brand's 120th birthday, Pepsi has released 
3 limited edition cans as part of the “Music Generation 
Series” depicting Michael Jackson, Ray Charles and Britney 
Spears.  The MJ design was officially approved by his 
Estate.  Initially available only in the US, the cans and 
bottles are now being released in additional select 
countries, as reported by the MJ Estate on Twitter.  This 
includes a limited edition boxed set in China.  Cardboard 
standees of Bad-era Michael can be spotted in some 
Walmart stores in the US selling the new cans.  Read about 
the new campaign here and in MJ Vibe’s blog here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Michael Jackson inspires Sam to help the needy 
Sam Kieffer, aged 9, of Cheswick, Pennsylvania, set up a 
local outdoor food pantry for the needy after watching 
Michael Jackson’s “Man in the Mirror” video.  “I just saw 
these kids that didn’t have enough to eat (and) not enough 
water.  And it just didn’t seem right to me. Everyone should 
have enough food and water to live.”  Read his inspiring story 
here. 
 

 

• “Smooth Criminal” lean examined in medical journal 
Manjul Tripathi and colleagues from the Postgraduate 
Institute of Medical Education and Research in Chandigarh, 
India, say in the Journal of Neurosurgery: Spine: "Most 
trained dancers with strong core strength will reach a 
maximum of 25 to 30 degrees of forward bending while 
performing [the lean]. MJ pulled off a gravity-defying 45 
degree move that seems unearthly to any witness."  This 
item was replicated on various websites, including Australian 
Popular Science and Men’s Health - the latter even provides 
exercises so you can “build a core like MJ’s.” 

 

• New MJ Products and a pop-up shop in Japan 
MJ fans in Japan are being treated to new products and a 
pop-up shop in Central Tokyo at MODI ahead of Michael’s 
60th birthday.  The new range comes from Rock a Theater.  
Read all about it on MJ Vibe’s blog. 
 

• Estate and IRS still in dispute on $$$ 
More than a year after trial, the estate of Michael Jackson 
and the Internal Revenue Service are down to disputing the 
value of three assets — the singer’s post-mortem publicity 
and two trusts — with more than $500 million at issue, 
according to a post-trial brief filed by the Estate on 1 May.  
 

• Cirque video takes us ‘backstage’ at MJ One 
Cirque du Soleil has uploaded a new video clip on YouTube 
showing some backstage footage of its Michael Jackson 
ONE resident show in Las Vegas.  It’s titled ‘The World of MJ 
ONE’ and you can view it here. 
 

• Joe Vogel explains: Kanye West is NOT Michael Jackson 
In response to an article published in The Atlantic that 
compared Kanye West to Michael Jackson and raised the ire 
of MJ fans who saw it, Joe Vogel wrote an intelligent rebuttal, 
saying, “Kanye West is black, talented, and knows how to get 
attention.  But comparisons to the King of Pop stop there.”  
Many of the statements made about Michael Jackson in the 
original article (by Ta-Nehisi Coates) are misconceptions that 
Joe corrects in some detail in his article here in Forbes.   
 

• ‘Thriller’ celebrated by school kids in Netherlands 
Paul Smidt, who has been organising MJ events in his home 
town in the Netherlands since 2009, this year initiated a 
fundraisser for Ronald McDonald House which saw all the 
elementary schools in Hengelo (a total of 1163 kids) perform 
“Thriller” in the town square last month.  The performance 
was followed by a smaller group singing “We Are the World” 
while everyone else formed up in a big heart. Read the full 
story and watch a video on MJ Vibe’s blog. 
 

• Performing magic for Michael at Neverland 
Recently Ed Alonzo, most famous for playing Max the 
restaurateur/magician on “Saved by the Bell”, recalled the 
time he performed a show for Michael Jackson at Neverland.  
"Back in 1989, Michael had seen me on The Arsenio Hall 
Show and invited me out to Neverland Ranch and I did a 
show for him and a couple kids and their parents," Alonzo 
told Yahoo Entertainment. "Seven people in a big full theater 
out at his house. A full, one-hour show with dancers and big 
illusions.  I didn't know what to expect when he invited me 
out. The curtain opened up and I started my show. I was 
looking at all of the empty seats and I thought, 'Boy, this is 
going to suck.' But Michael was the best audience ever...he 
was the greatest cheerleader ever."  Twenty years later Ed 
was enlisted to help out on the “This Is It” shows. 
 

• Sneak peek at new 16 month MJ calendar for 2019 
MJ Vibe reports that the Official Michael Jackson Calendar 
2019 has already been released.  The 12 x 12 Inch square 
wall calendar is has a foil stamped cover depicting Michael 
on his Bad tour and covers 16 mths (Sep 2018 to Dec 2019). 

 

• Otis Williams of the Temptations Remembers the Time 
The Temptations have a new album consisting of covers of 
other artists’ songs, one being “Remember the Time”.  
“Michael and I were friends and [he] had invited me to his 
taping of [1991’s] Remember the Time,” Otis Williams told 
Billboard.  “So when I saw it on the list, I said, ‘Oh yeah, let 
me do that’ because I’d been there during the whole process. 
We will never see another artist like that. To watch him grow 
from a little boy and become such a world-renowned 
entertainer that he is… Beautiful person, too.” 
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