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Editorial 
 

Like the rest of the world, Michael Jackson fans mark the passing 

of the year with special commemmorative days.  For us it’s 
Michael’s birthday, his day of passing, perhaps the anniversary of 
a day when he performed in concert in our home town, and – 
Halloween! 
 

Halloween is when Michael’s “Thriller” and “Ghosts” provide us 
with songs and short films most suitable for the occasion.  It’s also 
an opportunity to dress up, have fun, and perhaps join in a Thriller 
flashmob or Thrill The World event. 
 

If you are having an MJ-themed gathering to mark the spookfest, 
have a great time, play safe, and remember to #amplifyMJ. 

 

Kerry Hennigan  
Kerry Hennigan  
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Editor 'A Candle for Michael Newsletter' 
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Calendar of MJ Events  
 

Until 26 Jan - Michael Jackson On the Wall, Espoo, Finland   
 

2 Oct – Robson appeal – oral arguments to be heard 
 

4 Oct – French MJ fans v. HBO etc – decision expected 
 

5 Oct – Square One screening in London.  Tickets thru Eventbrite. 
 

5 Oct - Square One becomes available Free on YouTube 
 

18 Oct – In the Studio with MJ 2019, Prague 
 

19 Oct -  MJ Music Day, Association On The Line, Lyon, France 
 

22-23 Oct – In the Studio with MJ 2019, Vienna (2 night event) 
 

25 Oct – Major Love Prayer Day www.majorloveprayer.org 
 

25-26 Oct – In the Studio with MJ 2019, Budapest 
 

26 Oct – Learn the Thriller dance from Vincent Paterson, North 
Hollywood.  Pre-registration required.  Click here for details. 
 

26 Oct – Thrill the World  global event  
 

31 Oct – Halloween  
 

15-16 Nov – In the Studio with MJ 2019, Gothenburg, Sweden 
 

1 Dec – Forever the Best Show about the King of Pop, Paris 
 

6 – 8 Dec – MJ “Man in the Mirror” musical, Tuen Mun Town Hall 
Auditorium, Hong Kong. 
 

13-14 Dec – In the Studio with MJ 2019, Berlin 
 

News of Note 
 

• “Square One” documentary premiers in Hollywood 
The documentary “Square One”, about the Chandler 
allegations made against Michael Jackson in 1993, opened to 
an enthusiasic audience at the Indie Film Fest in Hollywood on 
28 Sep.  In attendance were Taj Jackson, Tom Mesereau, 
Geraldine Hughes, Charles Thomson, John Ziegler, Lori Petty, 
Liam McEwan and “Square One” filmmaker Danny Wu.  Read 
a report of the event in MJ Vibe.  “Square One” will be 
available to view free on YouTube commencing 5 October.  
Listen to John Ziegler’s round-table podcast with Taj and 
Charles and a review and interview with Thomas Mesereau. 

 

• MJ Innocent UK hosting “Square One” in London 

 
 

 

 

• MJ Estate on Leaving Neverland’s Emmy win 
The Michael Jackson Estate responded to the awarding of  an 
Emmy to Leaving Neverland for “Best Documentary or Non-
Fiction Special” last month with the following statement: “For a 
film that is a complete fiction to be honored in a nonfiction 
Emmy category is a complete farce. Not one shred of proof 
supports this completely one-sided. so-called documentary 
which was made in secrecy and for which not one person 
outside of the two subjects and their families were 
interviewed.”  During the ceremony, the MJ Innocent van, with 
the campaign poster of Michael on the sides and back, circled 
the Emmy venue.  Read the report here. 
 

• Stephanie Mills fires back at 50 Cent about Michael 
When rapper 50 Cent said disparaging things about Michael 
Jackson on social media in an exchange with Paris Jackson, 
Michael’s friend Stephanie Mills, who played Dorothy in the 
original stageshow of The Wiz, fired back at the rapper, telling 
him he was a bully, and suggesting he pick on somone his 
own age – like her.  She further posted, “ KEEP MICHAEL 
JACKSON’S NAME OUT OF YOUR MOUTH.  He is the king 
of them all.  He’s not here to defend himself and if you were so 
brave why didn’t you say all this shit when he was ALIVE…”  
Bravo, Stephanie! 
 

• Unreleased Jackson 5 track to celebrate Motown 60 
The Jackson 5 are included on an album of previously 
unreleased tracks called Motown Unreleased:1969 celebrating 
60 years of the legendary record label.  The J5 track is “What’s 
So Good About Goodbye” providing a fresh take of a Smokey 
Robinson classic.  The group is also featured on the Bobby 
Taylor track “You’ve Really Got Ahold On Me”.  Access more 
details on the album here.  Meantime, Berry Gordy Jr. Michael’s 
friend and mentor, has announced his retirement ahead of his 
90th birthday next month.  Despite selling Motown in 1988, 
Gordy produced Motown: The Musical in 2013 and earlier this 
year lent his guidance and insight to the documentary Hitsville: 
The Making of Motown in which the Jackson 5 are briefly 
featured.  Read the story here. 

 

• Akon speaks up for MJ in Hot 97 interview 
Michael’s “Hold My Hand” singing partner Akon recently spoke 
out in defence of MJ in an interview on Hot 97.  "Mike was one 
of the most powerful men in the music business," he said, and 
explained how he thinks Michael was taken advantage of 
himself numerous times throughout his career, with a 
numberof big players in the industry attempting to "push him 
out."  A video of the interview is available on Complex.com. 
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The MJ Innocent campaign UK is hosting a screening of 
“Square One” at the Soho Screening Rooms in London on 5 
Oct.  Filmmaker Danny Wu will be flying in from Canada for a 
live Q&A. Tickets are limited; book early through Eventbrite. 
 

• Kingvention 2019 a great success 
Kingvention 2019, the Michael Jackson convention held in 
London on 21 September, was the most successful 
Kingvention ever, as reported by the organisers.  Hector Barjot 
attended and filmed an overview of the day, plus individual 
interviews with the special guests, Larry Stessel, Darryl 
Phinnessee and Siedah Garrett.  All Hector’s videos are 
available on his YouTube channel and the Kingvention videos 
and reports of the event can be access on MJ Vibe. 
 

• Judge grants MJ Estate request for arbitration 
The judge in the Michael Jackson Estate v. HBO case has 
ruled in favour of the Estate’s petition for public arbitration.  
The ruling was confirmed on 28 Sep by Judge George Wu.  
As reported by Variety, Bryan J. Freedman, an attorney for the 
Estate, slammed HBO for its wrongful conduct.  “HBO has 
tried everything possible to avoid having a trier of fact 
adjudicate their wrongdoing,” Freedman said in a statement. 
“If HBO believes its actions were proper then there is no 
reason for them to try and hide behind procedural 
technicalities to avoid an arbitration or a trial. Whether in an 
arbitration, federal court, state court or the court of appeal, the 
Estate of Michael Jackson will force HBO to be held 
accountable for its wrongful conduct. The Estate will never 
stop until justice has been obtained.”  It is expected that HBO 
will lodge an appeal against the ruling.  The court documents 
can be accessed via the article in Variety. 

 

• Black Godfather film on Michael’s ET storybook album 
A 2019 documentary about music executive Clarence Avant, 
titled “The Black Godfather” whose story is told by people he 
worked with, includes some insight into the dispute between 
Universal and CBS over Michael’s narration of the E.T. 
Storybook album.  The film is available on Netflix.  A video 
except of the section about Michael was shared on Twitter by 
Seány O’Kane and can be viewed here. 

 

• Focus on Michael Jackson One’s Sam Frahn  
Las Vegas Magazine recently featured a Q&A with MJ One 
performer Sam Frahn, who explained, “The character I play is 
an MJ warrior. We are Michael’s army, his hand-selected crew 
of people to represent him in this world and to defend 
everything that is good. We help these kids who don’t realize 
they are heroes to see that within themselves. Our job is to 
send his message to them and to the audience that everything 
you need is within you already, you just have to hone your 
strengths and believe in them.” Read the full article here. 

 

• R.I.P. LaShawn Daniels – MJ Collaborator 
September saw the passing of LaShawn Daniels, a Grammy- 
winning singer/songwriter and record producer who died as a 
result of injuries sustained in a car accident on 3 Sep.  
LaShawn was responsible for songs written for Michael 
Jackson’s Invincible album with Rodney Jerkins, namely 
Heartbreaker, Invincible, Privacy, Threatened, Unbreakable 
and You Rock My World, as well as Xscape and We’ve Had 
Enough.  He was aged 41.  Shortly before his death he posted 
a photo of himself with Michael on his Instagram account (see 
below) on the occasion of Michael’s birthday.  

• Siedah sees “Thriller Live” while in London 
While visiting London for Kingvention, Siedah Garrett took the 
opportunity to attend the Thriller Live show at the Lyric 
Theatre.  She posted on Twitter, “Finally got to experience the 
wonderful ‘Thriller Live’ musical in London’s West End, 
amazing dancers, singers, musicians, production, thoroughly 
entertaining! #MJ would have LOVED this! #MichaelJackson 
#KingOfPop #mjfam #MJForever #moonwalker.”  Recently it 
was announced that Thriller Live will be looking for a new 
theatre when the Lyric closes for major work next year. 
 

• New book in Spanish on Michael Jackson allegations 
Pablo Rodríguez Lago a.k.a Fei @fei_rock has a new book in 
Spanish which addresses the allegations.  It's called Returning 
to Neverland “This is my new book. It's in Spanish. All the real 
facts of the accusations against MJ. I hope it helps return the 
honor that was taken away,” Pablo posted on Twitter. 

 

• Beat It played by mass musicians in Moscow 
An group called RockNMob in Moscow stages musical events 
in which over 230 musicians, plus singers and dancers, 
perform a chosen track.  When they performed Michael 
Jackson’s “Beat It”, the results were spectacular.  (Thanks to 
Michael Jackson Brazil for sharing the video on Facebook, 
and Irina Eropolova for her research on RockNMob). 

 

• MJ’s Estate’s earnings as of end of 2018 
The Micahel Jackson Estate has earned more than $1.7 
billion dollars as of the end of 2018, according to an 
accounting document lodged with the LA County Court, says 
an article in The Blast,.  "With the assistance of their counsel, 
the Executors have successfully rebuilt and enhanced 
Michael Jackson’s image, solidified the MJJ business as a 
significant entity in the entertainment industry, entered into 
and continue to enter into unprecedented business deals that 
have produced, and will in the future produce, significant 
revenues for the Estate," the Estate team wrote in the filing.  
The accounting report obviously does not include any income 
generated since the end of 2018, or factor in the impact of the 
Leaving Neverland controversy. 

 

• P.Y.T. featured in BoomBox article 
The song Pretty Young Thing (P.Y.T.) recently featured in an 
article on BoomBox with comments from James Ingram who 
worked on the track at the behest of Quincy Jones.  However, 
there is a link to an earlier version of the song as originally 
crafted by MJ with Greg Phillinganes.  Ingram recalls that at 
the recording session of the revamped song, “Michael was in 
the studio singing, and he was dancing at the same time while 
he was singing. Now me, I may bob a little bit, but I'm holding 
all my breath for the microphone, and I've never seen nobody, 
and Michael came out of the studio sweating. He said, ‘James, 
am I singing all right?’ I said, ‘Man, you killed it. You can sing 
however you want to sing it.’” 
 

• MJ: On the Wall exhibition draws crowds in Finland 
An article by Art Critique reveals that, despite the 
controversies, the Michael Jackson On The Wall art exhibition 
currently at the Museum of Modern Art in Espoo, Finland, “has 
continued to garner support and draw in visitors.”  The 
exhibition runs until 26 January 2020. 

 

• R.I.P. Robert Axelrod of “Stranger In Moscow” video 
Last month MJ Vibe reported on the passing of veteran 
character actor Robert Axelrod, who played the tramp in the 
“Stranger In Moscow” short film.  Robert died aged 70 on 7 
September.  Read an article on him in The Wrap. 
 

• Single White Glove’s remix of Man in the Mirror 
Remix artist Single White Glove has produced an extended 
stripped-back remix of “Man In The Mirror” on his YouTube 
channel.  “This alternative mix of the #MichaelJackson classic 
is a more raw version, exposing the beautiful instrumentation 
and MJ's amazing vocals” SWG said on Twitter.  A link to 
download an audio file is provided on YouTube. 
 

• “You Rock My World” certified GOLD in the UK 
Michael’s single “You Rock My World” was certififed GOLD 
(400,000 units) by the British Phonographic Industry on 13 
Sep 2019.  View the listing on the BPI website. 
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